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INSTALLATION I PARQUET 

Parquet Creates Antique Charm in Historie 

Chicago Apartment 
Along Chicago's Lake Shore Orive, a custom-engineered wood floor infuses an antique spirit into a newly renovated 

apartment. 
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Along Chicago's Lake Shore Orive, a custom-engineered wood floor infusas an antique spirit 

into a newly renovated apartment. The residence spans 6,000 square feet and features 

chevron parquet flooring alongside the parquet pattern "Manar Rae," a design originally 

created by Oshkosh Designs that is characterized by overlapping planks arranged around a 

diamond-shaped center. The floors are all engineered black walnut, and the pattern was cut by 

hand and assembled in-house by Elk Grave Village, 111.-based Signature Innovations. General 

Manager Tom Koczur says the apartment's designar wanted intricate parquetry throughout the 

apartment to bring beautiful craftsmanship that is common in high-end historie Chicago 

apartments. At the same time, the engineered wood was chosen because the old building 

didn't have any humidity control. 

The living room floor features 680 individually hand-assembled 18-by-18-inch Manar Rae 

panels, each scraped by hand to open the grain, allowing far deep stain penetration and a rich, 

antique look. Koczur laves the "wavy" textura hand-scraping gives the floor, saying, "it looks 

like it's been walked on far years." 
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